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To our Guests: Welcome!
Worship Patterns in Pandemic Days

God be praised for every person here this morning and for all who are
with us in spirit as they watch and pray at home. God strengthen us all
through his word and promise in our Lord Jesus Christ.

The continued threat of coronavirus infection requires us to change our
habits during the time we spend together. Please follow these rules to
keep each other safe:

On entering—
e Masks are required. Please be sure to wear one.
e Sit only in pews marked with a bow.
e Keep the spacing rod between you and your family and the
person or family at the other end.
e Greet each from a distance.

During the service—

e Refrain from singing. Instead, listen to the singers in the balcony
and follow the words in the bulletin.

e When we share the Peace, do not hug or shake hands except with
members of your own family. Wave or bow to the people around
you.

e Offering plates will not passed. If you missed the basket on your
way in, place it there when you leave.

During communion—

e Keep a safe distance from the person in front of you as you
approach.

e Hold out your cupped hands for the host. The pastor will not
place this in your mouth or extended fingers.

e For the wine, take a cup from the basket, remove it from its bag,
and hold it steady as the pastor fills it. Deposit the cup and bag in
the receptacle as you return to your place.

As you leave—
e Unless you need the elevator, exit through front doors only.
e Teel free to gather on the front lawn for conversation, keeping
safe distances.



Second Sunday of Advent
December 6

The congregation is invited to participate at the places marked with bold type
Prelude “Prepare the Royal Highway,” Paul Manz

Confession and Forgiveness Remain seated

P In the name of the Father, and of the = Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen.

P Sisters and brothers in Christ, let us call on the Lord in humble
repentance, confessing our sin.

From the singers as we listen and reflect—

Ky - ri-e e - le-i-son Ky - ri-e e - le-i-son

Lord have mer - cy. Lord, _ have mer - cy.
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Ky - ri-e e - le -i-son Ky - ri-e e - le - i-son

Lord, have mer - cy. Lord, have  mer - cy.

A Gracious God, we confess that we have turned from you and given
ourselves into the power of sin. We are truly sorry and humbly repent.
In your compassion, forgive us our sins, known and unknown, things
we have done and things we have failed to do. Turn us again to you,
and uphold us by your Spirit, so that we may live and serve you in
newness of life through Jesus Christ our Lord.

P Is this also your prayer? If so, say “Amen.”
C Amen.

P Then, as a called and ordained minister of the Church of Christ and by
his authority, I declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in
the name of the Father, and of the +Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

C Amen.



Stand as you are able

Gathering Song “Prepare the Royal Highway,” #264
stanzas 1, 3, 4
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2 God’s peo - ple, see him com - ing: your own ¢ - ter - nal king!
3 Then fling the gates wide o - pen fo greet your prom-ised king!
4 His is 0o earth - ly king - dom; it comes from heav’'n a - bove.
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Palm branch-es strew be - fore  him! Spread gar- ments! Shout and  sing!
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His  rule s peace and free - dom and jus - tice, truth, and love.
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So  let your praise be sound-ing for kind - ness so a - bound - ing:
Refrain
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Ho-san-na to the Lord, for he ful-fills God's word!
Greeting

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

C And also with you.

Advent Candle Lighting Today’s word: “Prepare!”
A Word for Children

P Blessed are you, God of Jacob, for you promise to transform weapons
of war into implements of planting and harvest and to teach us your way
of peace; you promise that our night of sin is far gone and that your day
of salvation is dawning. As we light the first candle on this wreath, wake
us from our sleep, wrap us in your light, empower us to live honorably,
and guide us along your path of peace.



O house of Jacob, come,
let us walk in the light of the Lord. Amen.

Singing—

O come, O Branch of Jesse, free

Your own from Satan’s tyranny;

From depths of hell your people save,
And give them victo’ry o’er the grave.
Rejoice! Rejoice!

Emmanuel shall come to you, O Israel.

Prayer of the Day

P Let us pray. Stir up our hearts, Lord God, to prepare the way of your
only Son. By his coming strengthen us to serve you with purified lives;
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C Amen.

Please be seated.
The Word of God

First Reading Isaiah 40:1-11

'Comfort, O comfort my people, says your God. 2Speak tenderly to
Jerusalem, and cry to her that she has served her term, that her penalty is
paid, that she has received from the LORD’s hand double for all her sins.

3A voice cries out: “In the wilderness prepare the way of the LORD,
make straight in the desert a highway for our God. “Every valley shall be
lifted up, and every mountain and hill be made low; the uneven ground
shall become level, and the rough places a plain. SThen the glory of
the LORD shall be revealed, and all people shall see it together, for the
mouth of the LORD has spoken.”

°A voice says, “Cry out!” And I said, “What shall I cry?” All people are
grass, their constancy is like the flower of the field. "The grass withers, the
flower fades, when the breath of the LORD blows upon it; surely the people
are grass. $The grass withers, the flower fades; but the word of our God will
stand forever. °Get you up to a high mountain, O Zion, herald of good
tidings; lift up your voice with strength, O Jerusalem, herald of good
tidings, lift it up, do not fear; say to the cities of Judah, “Here is your God
10See, the Lord GOD comes with might, and his arm rules for him; his
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reward is with him, and his recompense before him. "He will feed his flock
like a shepherd; he will gather the lambs in his arms, and carry them in his
bosom, and gently lead the mother sheep.

The Wotd of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

Psalm 85:8-13
Presented by the Singers

E—————
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8] will listen to what the LORD | God is saying;
for you speak peace to your faithful people
and to those who turn their | hearts to you.
9Truly, your salvation is very near to | those who fear you,
that your glory may dwell | in our land.
10Steadfast love and faithfulness have | met together;
righteousness and peace have | kissed each other.
lFaithfulness shall spring up | from the earth,
and righteousness shall look | down from heaven.
12The LORD will indeed | grant prosperity,
and our land will | yield its increase.
13Righteousness shall go be- | fore the LORD
and shall prepare for | God a pathway.

Second Reading 2 Peter 3:8-15a

8Do not ignore this one fact, beloved, that with the Lord one day is like a
thousand years, and a thousand years are like one day. °The Lotd is not
slow about his promise, as some think of slowness, but is patient with you,
not wanting any to perish, but all to come to repentance. ''But the day of
the Lord will come like a thief, and then the heavens will pass away with a
loud noise, and the elements will be dissolved with fire, and the earth and
everything that is done on it will be disclosed.

1Since all these things are to be dissolved in this way, what sort of
persons ought you to be in leading lives of holiness and godliness, 1>waiting
for and hastening the coming of the day of God, because of which the
heavens will be set ablaze and dissolved, and the elements will melt with
fire? 13But, in accordance with his promise, we wait for new heavens and a
new earth, where righteousness is at home.
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“Therefore, beloved, while you are waiting for these things, strive to be
found by him at peace, without spot or blemish; >*and regard the patience
of our Lord as salvation.

The Wotd of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

Stand as you are able

Gospel Acclamation “Hark! A Thrilling Voice Is Sounding!,” #246
stanza 1

Hark! a thrilling voice is sounding]
"Christ is near," we hear it say.
"Cast away the works of darkness,
all you children of the day!"

Gospel Mark 1:1-8
At the announcement of the Gospel:

C Glory to you, O Lord.

"The beginning of the good news of Jesus Christ, the Son of God. 2As
it is written in the prophet Isaiah, “See, I am sending my messenger ahead
of you, who will prepare your way; 3the voice of one crying out in the
wilderness: ‘Prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths straight,””” 4John
the baptizer appeared in the wilderness, proclaiming a baptism of
repentance for the forgiveness of sins. And people from the whole Judean
countryside and all the people of Jerusalem were going out to him, and
were baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing their sins. “Now John
was clothed with camel’s hair, with a leather belt around his waist, and he
ate locusts and wild honey. "He proclaimed, “The one who is more
powerful than I is coming after me; I am not worthy to stoop down and
untie the thong of his sandals. #1 have baptized you with water; but he will
baptize you with the Holy Spirit.”

The Gospel of the Lord.

C Praise to you, O Christ.
You may be seated

Sermon Pastor Burce



Song of the Day “Comfort, Comfort Now My People,” #256
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Com-fort those who sit in dark - ness mowrn-ing un - der sof - row's load.

call - ing us  to ftruc ro-pen - fance, since the reign of God s here.

Let vyour hearts be true and hum - ble, as  be-fits God’s ho - ly reign.
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To God’s peo - ple now pro-claim  that God’s par - don waits for them!
Oh, that warmn - ing cry o - bey! Now pre-pare for God a way.
For the glo - ry of the Looed now on carth s shed a- broad,

Tell them that their war &8 o - ver: God will reign in peace for-cev - ern
Val-leys, rise  to greef the Sav - ior; hills, bow down in hum-ble fa - vor
and all flesh shall see the to - ken that God’s word is mnev - er bro - ken.

Reception of New Members

Eric & Jessica Arth with Emily and Zoe
Melissa Copeland with Nigel
Marina Dotson
Tara Toolis with Camille and Rowan

Prayer of the Church
After each portion of the prayers:

Stir up your power O Lord. . .
C and prepare the way of your Son.

Peace

The peace of the Lord be with you.
C And also with you.



Greet those around you with these or similar words, after which yon may be seated in
prayerful silence as the altar is prepared. Stand again as you are able at the pastor’s
invitation

Presentation of the Offering “The Advent of our King,”
Valerie Floeter

A Let us pray. God of abundance you have blessed us with these gifts.
Grant us patience and hope as we commit them to your service for the
care and redemption of all that you have made; through Jesus Christ
our Lord.

C Amen.

The Lord’s Supper

Great Thanksgiving

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give God thanks and praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy. we praise your name and join
their unending hymn:

*NolrNoRrNelke

By the singers—
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Holy God, the Beginning and the End, we proclaim the Lord’s death
until he comes.
Christ has died. Christ has risen. Christ will come again.

Gracious Father, fill us with your Holy Spirit . . . now and forever.
Amen.

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom
come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our
daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin
against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and
forever. Amen.

You may be seated

Communion

By the singers—
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sin of the world; grant us peace, grant  us  peace.

When all have communed, stand as you are able

P

C

We thank you, gracious Father, for this foretaste of the age to come
when hunger is no more, and every heart is filled with joy. Send us now
in the strength of this promise to spend our days as signs of hope for

all creation, and as agents of your life-giving love in Jesus Christ, our
Lord.
Amen.
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Blessing
P

Sending

The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make his face shine upon

you and be gracious to you. The Lord look upon you with favor and +

give you peace.

C Amen.
Sending Song “On Jordan’s Bank the Baptist’s Cry,” #249
Stanzas 1, 2, 5
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4 Swetchforth  your hand, our health re - store, and make us
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A Go in peace. Serve the Lord

C Thanks be to God.

Postlude

“Kyrie” Music © Dinah Reindorf, admin. Augsburg Fortress
“Prepare the Royal Highway,” Text © 1978 Lytheran Book of Worship, admin. Augsburg Fortress
Psalm tone reproduced from Psalter for Worship, Year C © 2006 Augsburg Fortress.

Liturgy setting reproduced under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License SB131019
Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from OneLicense with License #702571:
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Serving Today

Preaching Minister — Pastor Burce
Presiding Minister -- Pastor Bridger
Assisting Minister — Ron Coulter
Lector — Carolyn Watkins
Acolyte — Kaitlyn Carlin
Singers —Priscilla Hinsch, Tim Rosenberger
Organist — Connie Triplett
Deacon — Frank Beodray
Welcoming Team — Joe & Ruth King
Sound Technician — Jared Waugaman

Altar Guild — Diane Paton
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In Our Prayers

e The Church’s witness to God’s promise of redemption

e The public prophets of our day as they call people to God-pleasing
repentance

e Hospital workers, stretched by the burdens and fears of the pandemic

e People who are finding new faith in the Word of God and the promise
of Christ

e Neighbors who struggle this week to feed families and keep the lights
on

e Our congregation as we embrace of life and service in Jesus’ name.

e In need of healing: Bob and Carol Kubovcik, Dan Rossbach, Tom and
Rita-Ann Shaffer

This Week’s Commemorations

Dec. 6—NICHOLAS, d. 342, a bishop renowned for his gifts to the poor and
faintly honored as Santa Claus.

Dec. &—AMBROSE, d. 397, famed bishop, theologian, and hymn writer.

December 13, 2020
Third Sunday of Advent

Isaiah 61:1-4, 8-11; Psalm 126; 1 Thessalonians 5:16-24; John 1:6-8, 19-28

We encourage you to read the lessons as part of your preparation for divine services.
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Messiah Lutheran Church
21485 Lorain Road, Fairview Park, OH 44126
(440) 331-2405
E-mail — church@messiahfp.org

Messiah Lutheran School
4401 W. 215t St., Fairview Park, OH 44126
(440) 331-6553

Email — school@messiahfp.org

www.messiahfairview.org

+ + -+

Servants and Missionaries — All MLC members
Senior Pastor— Jerome Burce
Associate Pastor — Seth Bridger
Minister of Youth — Adonai Henderson
Pastoral Assistant — Ruth Mottensen
Music Director — Connie Triplett
Messiah School Principal — Helen Casselberry
Administrator & Pierstorf Memorial Fund Director — Darlene Waugh

L S

*
l MEssiAH LUTHERAN CHURCH
Drawing in to Christ. Building up in Christ. Sending out for Christ.

To the glory of God, through the strength of the Spirit.
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